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T Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Des 

SF economic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yield to 
play upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not a 


equate for the Christian mind which would 


pite all their other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 
the economic, political and military pressures that 


its dedicati 





i Id to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 


into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of 


dicat r truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


The most familiar projects un- 
dertaken by the American Friends 
Service Committee in their world- 
wide efforts to help build a peace- 
ful world are the work camps and 
general relief programs at home 
and abroad. Some of the lesser 
known but exceedingly effective 


ae programs of the AFSC include: 


INTERNS IN INDUSTRY: A 


‘summer project in Chicago, Phila- 


delphia, Atlanta and Lynn, Mass., 
where young men and women 
spend the summer working at un- 


“I skilled factory jobs in order to study 
“Esocial and economic problems of 
industrialization alongside the com- 


munity life in such industrial areas. 
By living in and becoming a part of 


‘the vast labor force in these indus- 
“Ftrial centers, they gain a new in- 


sight and understanding of indus- 
trial-social problems. 
INTERNS IN COMMUNITY 


Me} SERVICE: A two to twelve month 


period of service in blighted urban 
areas, helping integrate minorities 
and adjust indigenous inhabitants 


to changing conditions. Some 53 


young people worked with 30 dif- 
ferent social agencies last summer 
in Chicago, Bloomington, Ill., Oak- 


Bland, Calif., and elsewhere. 


TUNITS: C ollege - age 
pwork in 


INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 
volunteers 
mental hospitals and 
schools for retarded and delinquent 
children and youths. They share the 


wpduties of the regular staff, offer 


friendship and respect to those in 
their care and otherwise enter into 
the work and responsibility of re- 
storing the mentally handicapped to 
citizenship. Week-end units often 


‘ work in hospitals also. 


INTEGRATED EMPLOYMENT 
without regard to race, creed, or 
national origin is the aim of the 
AFSC in all centers where it serves. 


eas YOuNg people are trained to inter- 


iew local businessmen in such 
cities as Chicago, Dallas, Indianap- 
olis, Baton Rouge, Greensboro, 
(continued first col, THIRD page) 


OINTS OF CONTACT: Power is useful to man only as points of 

contact can be established through which the power can flow from 

its sources into the areas of operation and achievement. Truth and love 

are the greatest powers at the command of man. The task of the Chris- 

tain lay mind today is to be a point of contact through which these powers 
can flow. 

But the political, economic and even the cultural and religious 
points of contact are so often corroded by self-seeking, materalism and 
prejudice and by cults of violence that little of the great spiritual power, 
which man might be using, can get through. This Newsletter is humbly 
dedicated to the task of helping to cut a way through the corrosion and 
rust so that clear and effective points of contact with truth may be 
maintained. 

There is no one who reads these words who cannot serve in this 
way. And some mighty important points of contact can be very small. 
Through the multiple associations that surround all of our lives, each of 
us can be a center of radiating power — even the ill and severely handi- 
capped. We know of an invalid who has commanded a remarkable outreach 
through letters only; letters to friends, to political leaders, to the readers’ 
columns in local newspapers. For a high percentage of subscribers read 
the “Letters To the Editor” columns. 

The Christian church was created by a radiant minority who were 
points of contact through which truth and redemptive love could flow 
into a pagan world. As the nuclear age matures, it becomes dramatically 
apparent that this miracle must be repeated. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


POCHAL CHANGES IN RUSSIA provide undeniable evidence that 

the Soviet does not, and dares not, contemplate waging war in the 
foreseeable future. These changes pivot on two broad factors behind the 
Iron Curtain: 

(1) A major economic adjustment — the decentralization of indus- 
try — is being forced upon the Kremlin by new world conditions and by 
the maturing attitudes of the Russian people. (2) The new relationship 
Russia is now forced to accept with the satellites. 

THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE are hearing much of the rising standards 
of living everywhere — except in Russia — and are gaining a larger under- 
standing of the meaning of freedom from the political turmoil in the 
satellite states and elsewhere. Hence the Russian people are demanding 
more consumer goods and more freedom. It has become apparent to all— 
including the Kremlin — that these advances must be forthcoming or pres- 
ent resentments will flame into rebellion. (V. Poremsky, head of the NTS, 
leading anti-Communist underground movement, claims that an upheaval 
will come soon with extensive rioting and will be climaxed by the refusal 
of Soviet troops to fire upon the rioters. Such action, in revolution or 
counter-revolution, signals the breakdown of ruling power.) 

WHEN RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION WAS CON- 
CENTRATED on heavy industry, controls could be centralized. But with 
the increase of food and consumer goods now demanded by the Russian 
people, such production must be integrated with local needs and resources 
— as recent Soviet production debacles have demonstrated — and simply 
cannot be directed by the Stalin-type dictatorship. New autonomous pow- 
ers must be delegated to district and community leaders, which means the 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Sharing Persecution 

One of the most cruel and dra- 
matic instances of persecution in 
America continues to unfold in the 
suffering of a brave group of deep- 
ly religious white and Negro clergy- 
men, farmers and their families, 
who have maintained the Koinonia 
Christian farm community near 
Americus, Ga. — 45 whites and 15 
Negroes live in the community. 

Dynamite charges have been re- 
peatedly hurled into their buildings; 
high-powered rifles and shotguns 
are not infrequently fired into 
homes by night, innumerable at- 
tempts have been made to set fire 
to their barns; and even neighbors 
who have shown sympathy have 
become the victims of persistent ar- 
sonists. With callousness and cow- 
ardly evasion, the state and local 
law enforcement officials refuse to 
provide protection or enforce the 
law against those responsible for 
these criminal assaults. As one 
newspaper reporter put it, “The 
Koinonia families have withstood a 
vear of continued violence with 
prayer, wry good humor and a thin 
wire fence as their only protection.” 
Thousands of Georgians who do 
not approve of Koinonia abhor this 
violence, — yet seemingly there are 
not enough of them with sufficient 
courage to restore the fundamentals 
of civilized society in Sumter 
County, Ga. 

A recent message from Koinonia 
to their friends reads like a mes- 
sage from the records of the early 
church: 

“We want to share with you our 
own feelings at this time. We can- 
not say that we are exactly easy, 
but we are not afraid. We are not 
at all down-hearted or discouraged, 
and there is not the slightest thought 
of giving up or moving away. We 
know that the things which God 
has given us to uphold and preserve 
are eternal and must abide. We are 
constantly praying for those who 
oppose us, and we are asking God 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Sharing Persecution 
(continued) 

to free us completely from every 
semblance of hate or ill-will. Laugh- 
ter is frequent among us, and there 
is a deep, abiding joy, even though 
there are at times evidences of fa- 
tigue and strain. We have ample 
food, clothing and shelter. In mani- 
fold ways, God continues to multi- 
ply His grace toward us. We shall 
seek to be true and faithful wit- 
nesses to Jesus the Christ.” 

Before the Supreme Court de- 
cision on segregation, the Koino- 
nia farm community had existed 
since its founding in 1942 with no 
disturbances except criticism be- 
cause the Negroes and whites lived, 
worked and worshipped side by 
side and because members of the 
community operated on a coopera- 
tive basis with common ownership 
of the property. Yet there was no 
scandal circulated against them, no 
demonstrations or threats of vio- 
lence. 

But today scandalous gossip of 
the most vicious nature is being 
systematically spread throughout 
the state about the Koinonia fami- 
lies; a Grand Jury “investigation” 
is now on, gathering “evidence” 
from “witnesses” about Koinonia 
and its members as “communistic” 
with the obvious intent of preparing 
the way for Koinonia to be official- 
ly declared as “communistic” and 
thus illegal, and a “moral and civil 
menace to the sovereign state of 
Georgia.” 

The threat of economic strangu- 
lation, however, is perhaps the 
most immediate problem. The farm 
market along the roadside, from 
which the Koinonia families earned 
much of their income, has been de- 
stroyed by dynamite and gunfire. 
So much of their equipment for 
processing agricultural food prod- 
ucts has been destroyed that they 
are unable to fill the mail orders 
that have come from friends over 
the nation since the persecution be- 
gan. The Koinonia leaders are now 
trying to rebuild their equipment 
and expand their mail order busi- 
ness as soon as possible. (We will 
advise our readers later concerning 
the products that will be available.) 

The present emergency centers 
chiefly on the inability of the Koi- 
nonia leaders to secure insurance 
on buildings and property. Dr. Clar- 
ence Jordan, founder and director, 
has reported that all insurance poli- 
cies have been cancelled and insur- 
ance companies have refused to re- 
new. The community not only 
stands in jeopardy of being unable 
to replace buildings and property 
that might be destroyed, but faces 
the foreclosure of its mortgage. 
The farm project has prospered 


from the beginning, their holdings 
having expanded from 400 acres 


of eroded worn-out land with mea- 
THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


revolution must unwind considerably. This is a gigantic task and will ab- 
sorb the Soviet leadership and resources for years. All top level Kremlin 
conferences and pronouncements in past weeks and months have concen- 
trated on this problem, as this Newsletter has repeatedly pointed out. (For 
amplification, see reports by Chalmers Roberts and Marquis Childs in the 
Washington Post, April 8 and 9.) 

THE NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RUSSIA AND THE 
SATELLITES arises out of the Kremlin’s recent discovery that when a 
Communist state is forced to be subservient to Moscow that state becomes 
a weighty military and economic liability. Hungary and Poland have 
taught the Soviet this harsh lesson. The Hungarians have been subdued by 
violence but resistance continues with growing losses te Moscow. As Ros- 
coe Drummond recently reported in the Christian Science Monitor, Rus- 
sian tanks and troops must stay to hold them in subjection, but these 
forces must be kept in semi-seclusion to prevent desertions, constant sabo- 
tage, kidnappings and killings that involve the loyalty of the Soviet troops. 
Hungarian Communist security police are being killed at the rate of one 
to three per week, with terror prevailing within its ranks. Moscow knows 
that the Hungarian Red controls would break down within a week if the 
Soviet forces should leave. So this is not Communist strength — this is 
merely a time bomb that pins down Russian strength. A general slow- 
down still prevails in Hungarian industry with factories and mines unable 
to approach more than 60 to 70 per cent of former production which can 
mean slow economic starvation. Thus Hungary has become a drain upon 
Russia’s resources. Poland is likewise useful to Moscow only as the Krem- 
lin keeps hands off, and Poland would be completely unreliable in war. 
Such facts haunt the Kremlin tyrants with terrible overtones at any sug- 
gestion of war. 

FOR ALL THESE REASONS, Russia does not dare start a war 
and for the same reasons needs years of peace to avoid catastrophe. The 
Reds will continue to counter any U. S. gains in the Mideast, where ten- 
sions now center, by subversive means, as they have already done in Egypt 
and Syria and any other spot where U. S. policy has failed. Wherever pov- 
erty, discontent and anti-Western sentiments pervade the masses of peo- 
ple, which is now the case in much of Asia and Africa, Red agents will 
continue to find it easy to stir up mobs and direct their violence to the 
Kremlin’s purposes. Witness the situation in Jordan where U. S. diplomats 
have been trying to influence trends in favor of the new Eisenhower pol- 
icy, but where anti-Western, pro-Communist officials can stir up the mobs 
into violence against the U. S. and Britain at any time. As we forecast rela- 
tive to the new Mideast policy, wherever there is political corruption and 
poverty in the midst of unshared wealth, the Kremlin can continue to pro- 
mote the revolution without a move by the Russian Army. 


The custom in Washington of interpreting such subversion as a 
sign that Russia is about to attack is in itself the most dangerous kind of 
subversion. Each such outburst results in a further drain of our resources 
to produce weapons that have little or no relation to the real situation. 


HE DRASTIC CUTBACK IN ARMS BY BRITAIN, coupled with 

the proposed termination of military conscription which was re- 
ported widely in the press in early April, is predicated on the above 
facts. Also upon the realization that we are now entering the full tide of 
history’s greatest transition in military tactics. In fact, we are approaching 
the end of centuries of weapons development, having created one missile 
which can wipe ovt a whole nation and thus make war utterly meaning- 
less. This transition itself threatens Western civilization more than com- 
munism — a fact the British are the first to appraise realistically and act 
upon. Since the Communists always operate on two levels, the military 
and the subversive, they can envision blocking off the military as inex- 
pensively as possible while continuing subversive activities. But with our 
most effective means of combating subversion — our economic aid pro- 
grams — hopelessly entangled in the narrow partisanism and provincialism 
that rules Congress, the U. S. remains immobilized. Like the British at 
Singapore, when the Japanese struck in February, 1941 — magnificently 
fortified, except that the gun emplacements were all set in cement and 
pointing the wrong way. 

(Of $256 billion spent on defense and foreign aid from 1950 to °55 
only $1.5 billion — about one-half of one per cent — was for strictly 
economic and technical help for undeveloped areas, according to 
O. Edmund Clubb, for 20 years U. S. Foreign Service official, writing in 
the Nation, Jan. 26.) 

THE ARMS DILEMMA, which has prompted British action, is 
two-fold: First, the U. S. military policy insists that we must maintain 
conventional armaments at maximum level while pushing with all haste 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Sharing Persecution 
continued) 
ger equipment to over 1,000 acra 
of lush farm lands. But working cap. 
ital has been obtained through mop. 
gage loans, the terms of which rp. 
quire that the property be insure 
for $10,000. “If we cannot maip. 
tain the insurance, then the mor. 
gage will be foreclosed, just whey 
our income has been brought to , 
standstill,” explains Dr. Jordan. Aj 
other possibilities of securing insur. 
ance elsewhere have been exhaust. 
ed. A statement from Koinoni, 
continues, “Many of you have beep 
asking what you can do to help 
We have decided to inform yo} 
fully of the situation and offer , 
plan by which you can assist yy 
A pledge card, or promissory note 
for $50 will be sent to anyone who 
wishes to help. If you sign this card. 
you send no money now; instead 
you agree that, in the event of the 
loss of a building or a farm tracto: 
or a damage suit against the farm 
resulting from an accident, yoy 
would pay the $50 or whateve 
portion thereof that would be re. 
quired to cover the loss. For e. 
ample, let us suppose that we se. 
cured 2,000 such pledges. Thi 
would give us a potential coverag 
of $100,000. Suppose we lost by 
bombing or fire a building valued 
at $10,000. We would thus requir 
$5, or 10 per cent of each pledge 
to cover that loss. We would the 
notify the participants and ask tha 
they send just that amount in cash 
If more pledges were secured th 
amount of cash required from each 
participant would be smaller.” 
Koinonia will send these card 
to any who wish to join in this ef 
fort. We suggest that those of ou 
readers who feel moved to share in 
this realistic and determined effon 
to live the Christian life in th 
midst of fear, hatred and violence: 
write to Koinonia Community 
Americus, Georgia, and ask fo 
the form letter and the Christian 
Brotherhood Insurance pledge cari 
which we have described. 
PASTORS’ MANIFESTO: A} 
though the state of Virginia ha 
held the line against all racial inte 
gration, the leading pastors of Rich 
mond have taken a_ courageou 
stand in the face of the adamani 
opposition of politicians and othe 
community leaders. About 60 lead 
ing Richmond ministers have issuet 
a statement which reiterates thd 
brotherhood, freedom and equalit 
are the inescapable responsibilitic 





of all human relationships in th 
kingdom of God. The clergyme 
pointed out that hatred and viol 
were the inevitable fruit of extr 
views and pled for a new reco 
nition of the meaning of the Chri 
tian witness in these relations 
The action of the 60 clergy 
represents the majority of the Rich} 
mond Ministerial Association. 
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“What Can I Do?’’ 


(continued) 

N. C., and explain the importance 
and advantages of hiring their em- 
ployees strictly on a merit system, 
accepting minority persons for jobs 
they are qualified to fill, irrespec- 
tive of race or origin. Much empha- 
sis is also placed on the selection of 
the applicants on the basis of train- 
ing and skills that measure up to 
the vocational requirements of spe- 
cific jobs. 

PRISON VISITING is geared to 
help men and women in penal in- 
stitutions to readjust either in or 
out of prison, and to find jobs when 
they are free. This program also at- 
tempts to explain to the community 
the problems and needs of local 
institutions. 

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES 
for minority groups are the concern 
of AFSC teams who work in hous- 
ing centers, interview private build- 
ers to interest and aid them in pro- 
viding housing for those in greatest 
need of better environments. In par- 
ticular, the AFSC teams seek out 
obstructionists and attempt to ease 
race prejudices. 

For further information on AFSC 
projects, write to the American 
Friends Service Committee, 20 
South 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Power of Nonviolence 
Even in today’s turbulent world, 
peaceful persuasion and _ nonvio- 
lence have not been swallowed up 
by war and revolution. For the 
early stages of the Hungarian free- 
dom rebellion were essentially non- 
violent. The throngs of students and 
workers who first paraded through 
the streets of Budapest pulled down 
Russian flags and other symbols of 
Soviet domination and peacefully 
chanted their demands for freedom 
and the withdrawal of Russian 
troops. Observers report that a Rus- 
sian tank officer said to them, “But 
vou haven’t any weapons.” A Hun- 
garian replied, “We have ourselves 
and our flag of freedom; these are 


§ enough.” 
D: Al 
ia hay 


al intel - 
al inte crushed the freedom movement, the 


‘women of Budapest marched silent- 


Then, after violence had erupted 
and the Russians had _ brutally 


ly through the avenues and public 
squares and placed flowers on the 
tomb of the unknown soldier as a 
symbol of their mourning for the 
freedom fighters who had died. The 
Russian soldiers were obviously un- 
easy. Women chanted, “We have 
only flowers, but, see, they are 
afraid of us. For we are the wives 
and mothers of the workers they 
have killed.” American newsmen 
on the ground reported that chagrin 
and anguish contorted the faces of 
many heavily-armed Russian troops. 
Several companies were removed 
from these areas. In one provincial 


own, a Russian officer withdrew 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


THE UNGUIDED MISSILE 
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X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 
the development of high-speed, long-range missiles weapons. Yet the ac- 
tion of Britain warns the world that missile warfare is so costly that no na- 
tion can do both without economic disaster. Second, missile warfare is so 
instantaneous and all-destructive that no system of political management 
or military intelligence known today can keep it under control. 


Britain holds that she cannot build planes, tanks, artillery, air car- 
and guided missiles. So she is cutting out the former, especially 
since all weapons scientists declare that most of these are obsolete now or 
soon will be — except for police action. 

THE ENORMITY OF THE WASTAGE in the U. S. military 
spending is beyond belief — yet it is there for all to see. Over $130 billion 
has been spent in annual military budgets by the U. S. since the Korean 
war, yet arms experts testify to America’s dangerous military weakness. 
Garrett Underhill, engineer, former intelligence officer and civilian em- 
ployee of the Army, charges, in the April issue of Esquire, that the U. S. 
Army is so weak and obsolete in methods and equipment that it should be 
made an appendix of the Navy-Marine forces! Many weapons experts be- 
lieve that traditional land forces have become archaic, a suggestion that 
prompts apoplexy among infantry colonels and generals. Small highly mo- 
bile and airborne units, armed with atomic missile weapons, could now 
outmaneuver and wipe out, in a4matter of minutes, the kind of armies 
known in World War II and the Korean conflict. Mr. Underhill lists in de- 
tail the profligate wastage of money and materials in recent years on obso- 
lete weapons. Army officers and officials are firing a barrage of counter 
attacks at Mr. Underhill on a personal basis, but answering none of his 
charges. 

WASTAGE IN THE AIR FORCE AND NAVY is as great as 
that in the Army. Over two and a half billions were spent on the con- 
troversial B36 bombers which top weapons scientists from the first ap- 
praised as too unwieldy, too slow and too antiquated in firepower. Yet 
until a few months ago the B36’s were ground out and stacked up at air 
bases — though few of them ever saw active service. The same has hap- 
pened in varying degrees with several other models — as every air officer 
knows. 

THE HOOVER COMMISSION ten years ago, after exhaustive 
studies, reported that about 11 per cent of military spending is wasted due 
to hasty inefficient planning, inter-service rivalries, duplication of manage- 
ment, etc. Not only were most of the Hoover recommendations ignored 
but there is no basis for assuming that the situation has improved, for 
haste, duplication and rivalries are more intense now than ever in the ex- 
tremely costly missile fields. Witness the current Army and Air Force row 
over intermediate missiles. 

One-tenth of each year’s military budget would total approximately 
three and a half billions. It is no exaggeration to say therefore that be- 
tween thirty and forty billions have been wasted in the past ten years. 
According to the Hoover study such savings could have been effected 
without weakening our defenses. 


riers 





Military preparation consumes over 60 per cent of the Federal 
budget with payments for past wars — pensions, Veterans’ Administration, 
debt payments, etc.— bringing the annual war bill to approximately 82 per 
cent of the total budget, with only 18 per cent left to cover all other func- 


tions of the Federal Government. But military spending and military 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Power of Nonviolence 


(continued) 

his troops into the woods after the 
townspeople had peacefully demon- 
strated against their presence in the 
town. The townspeople then fol- 
lowed them into the woods with 
gifts of milk and food. (These in- 
stances were reported in a recent is- 
sue of Liberation, and also by AP.) 

Poland won a considerable de- 
gree of freedom from Soviet con- 
trol by nonviolent methods. Hun- 
garian leaders freely admit that, 
had they used greater restraint and 
avoided violence, Hungary would 
have been infinitely better off to- 
day —-with the goodwill of the Rus- 
sian people overwhelmingly on their 
side, despite all the weight of Com- 
munist propaganda. As it was, 
large numbers of Russian troops 
defected to the Hungarian side, a 
fact that slowly eats away at the 
foundation of the Soviet empire, 
regardless of the display of rigid 
control over today’s Hungary. 


The Better Way 


Chester Bowles, former Gover- 
nor of Connecticut, top Govern- 
ment official under the Democrats, 
former Ambassador to India and 
wealthy businessman, spent many 
weeks recently in India and Af- 
ghanistan. He sent back some pene- 
trating analyses which did not re- 
ceive the wide attention they de- 
served. 

From _ strategic Afghanistan, 
which is a gateway between the 
Soviet, Pakistan and India. Mr. 
Bowles writes, “Unfortunately 
American efforts to help Afghani- 
stan obtain its independence are in- 
creasingly crippled by our policies 
in South Asia and the Middle East. 
Our stepped-up shipments of arms 
to Pakistan which were designed to 
keep Soviet military power behind 
its borders are in reality opening 
the doors for Soviet economic and 
political penetration on a massive 
scale. Although both Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are Moslem states, they 
are at least as suspicious and fearful 
of each other as are India and Pak- 
istan ... by sending a flood of mod- 
ern arms to one country we antag- 
onize the others, increase divisions 
among them all, and upset the bal- 
ance of power in the entire region. 
Most Pakistanis want these arms, 
not because they fear a Russian at- 
tack, but because their newly cre- 
ated power strengthens Pakistan's 
hand in her continuing conflict with 
her immediate neighbors, India and 
Afghanistan. This compels the lat- 
ter nations to turn more of their 
own scarce resources into defense 
materials, which they can ill afford. 

“All this plays directly into the 
hands of the Russians. To help 
match the arms we gave Pakistan, 
Moscow offered modern arms to 


the Afghans who accepted the of- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The Better Way 


(continued) 

fer. No one knows the extent of the 
shipments but they are extensive. 
Taking further advantage of Af- 
ghanistan’s fears and needs, Mos- 
cow then offered an economic as- 
sistance loan that amounts to 
$100 million. This is a huge sum for 
such a tiny country. On a per cap- 
ita basis, it is the equivalent to a 
loan to India of $4.5 billions. In 
India the Soviet approach is simi- 
lar, although as yet not fully de- 
veloped. Soviet economic aid to In- 
dia is now in the neighborhood of 
$220 million. Soviet military aid 
has so far been refused.” 

Other authoritative voices have 
protested the manner in which the 
U. S. military program has weak- 
ened our security rather than in- 
creased it. When the Eisenhower 
Middle East policy was proclaimed 
early in January, one of the top 
U. S. officials stationed in Korea 
openly protested the program. 
Charles Edmundson joined the 
U. S. Foreign Service eight years 
ago, after having served as manag- 
ing editor of the Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, Post, as editorial writer of 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch and 
also as associate editor of Fortune 
Magazine. Mr. Edmundson handed 
a statement to the world press, say- 
ing, “I cannot conscientously sup- 
port a foreign policy which I be- 
lieve may lead us beyond the brink, 
into atomic war.” Mr. Edmundson 
denounced the Eisenhower Mideast 
doctrine as totally inadequate and 
unsuited to the realities in the Mid- 
east and Asia. He also registered 
opposition to the State Depart- 
ment’s ban on travel in Communist 
China and likewise decried the lack 
of any check on the activities of 
the Central Intelligence Agency — 
which is the U. S. spy system. 

When word reached Washington 
of Mr. Edmundson’s statement, he 
was promptly fired by the White 
House. 


Christians in Red China 

Missionary leaders in Asia who 
have frequent contact with Chris- 
tians in Red China report that 
Asian Christians have increasingly 
visited Red China during recent 
months. Approximately 5,000 visi- 
tors from over 60 countries have 
traveled in China in the last three 
years. Also many Chinese Chris- 
tians have been able to visit outside 
the Bamboo Curtain, especially in 
Hongkong, Japan, Burma and India. 
Contrary to popular assumptions in 
this country, Red China is not 
isolated, except from the U. S. Are 
we gaining or losing by this 
isolation? 

Asian Christians and mission- 
aries outside Red China have 


learned much about religious life 
(continued third col., THIB page) 
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budgets have become sacrosanct. In the long hassle in Congress over the 
President’s budget, almost all the cutting and chiseling has been on for- 
eign aid, health, education, conservation of resources and other activities 
so vital to the nation’s welfare. Rarely does the knife touch military esti- 
mates for fear the opposing political party will bring the charge of being 
“soft on communism,” even in the face of the above facts — so unrealis- 
tic and false have become whole areas of our political life through the 
pressures of military extremism. Of course Pentagon officials usually ask 
for far more than they get, for civilian officials in the Defense Dept. are 
conscious of the problem. But Congressmen find more political gain in 
whooping it up on the dangers of communism and boosting military ex- 
penditures than in using the knife. 

OUR CURRENT GLITTERING PROSPERITY DISGUISES 
the crisis which is created by this profligracy. Without examining the rapid 
depletion of irreplacable resources — many of our most important raw 
materials have been exhausted and must now be obtained from foreign 
countries — we are moving into a tax situation that could very easily bring 
the downfall of our society along the lines of Marxist predictions and 
with no effort on the part of Communist agents. The downfall of nations 
has come far more often from the undermining and debilitating influence 
of inflationary tax systems than from invasion or infiltration from without. 

THE GROWING EMERGENCY IN EDUCATION AND PUB- 
LIC HEALTH (because of shortages of schools and hospitals, teachers, 
doctors and nurses) strikes at the roots of our national strength and would 
never have occurred, and could be corrected forthwith, if the money wast- 
ed on military profligracy were available for these needs. If this wasteful- 
ness continues into the guided missile age, the problem will be increased 
proportionately. In a high percentage of our communities a school tax 
emergency exists. With the rapid population growth and larger families 
among younger couples whose property holdings produce but a fraction 
of the school tax required by their new families, the burden upon others 
is becoming confiscatory. Citizens soon seek any possible avenue of eva- 
sion, which in itself undermines a community’s stability and destroys the 
faith and character that society must have for progress. We are not saying 
that the day of doom is here; America is so rich and so blessed we have 
been able to carry this enormous profligracy and still remain solvent until 
now. But because of the increasing costliness of electronic and nuclear mis- 
sile warfare, we cannot continue this system without inviting certain and 
immeasurable disaster. 

THE PROBLEM OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE is left untouched. 
The plain facts are that civilian defense, if adequately undertaken, is pro- 
hibitively costly and most likely to be futile in the end. On this, the pub- 
lic is being kept entirely in the dark. Here are the skeleton facts: All 
thought of urban evacuation has been abandoned, although CD com- 
munity officials still go through the drills. With realistic warning schedules 
reduced to minutes by the missiles now being perfected, there would be 
no time to evacuate even the smaller cities. Then there is the certain 
threat of deadly radiation over considerable areas which cancels all con- 
cepts of evacuation. The latest proposals — deep underground shelters in 
cities and suburbs — also offer little in the face of radiation unless man 
begins to consider himself an underground animal. The early warnings of 
the atomic scientists that there is no defense against atomic war except to 
prevent war were ignored by the military and politicians for over a decade 
but are being inexorably fulfilled. 

Our national security now requires an awakened and articulate 
public far more than any new weapons or quantities of weapons. 


ITH the beginning of the Suez crisis we explained the necessity for 

the American oil interests in the Mideast to accept a larger con- 
cept of international sharing in respect to the vast and strategic resources 
now held in tight monopolistic controls. Forecasts of pressures developing 
along that line are now appearing: Japanese and Italian financial interests 
are approaching some of the Arabian oil kingdoms with requests for a 
share in the development rights. Will American and British monopolies 
(which have maneuvered secretly and openly for 20 years to block out 
competition) move over? Meanwhile, representatives of King Saud of 
Saudi Arabia are demanding that the American oil corporations undertake 
a revision of present contracts with the expectation that the king's treas- 
ury will receive a larger share of oil profits. This is but the beginning: Will 
a higher level of Christian sharing evolve in the thinking of the corpora- 
tions? Or will the alternative be tightening monopoly, frustration, confis- 
cation and war? Secretary Dulles has promised the oil companies that the 
U. S. will not permit confiscatory steps on the part of Mideast governments. 
(See N. Y. Times, Mar. 5 and April 7; for details on Dulles’ promise, 


see BTL, Mar. 15 or N. Y. Times, Feb. 23.) 2 z. 4 


Christians in Red China 


(continued) 

under the Chinese Communists and 
have discovered that Chinese Chris. 
tians are increasingly eager for 
contact with the churches of the 
world. Anglican Bishop K. A. Ting, 
of Red China, was an observer at 
the meeting of the standing com. 
mittee of the World Council of 
Churches which met last summer 
in Hungary and talked freely about 
religious affairs in his country, 

All churchmen in Red China are 
compelled to conform to the politi. 
cal and ideological requirements 
which the Peking Communist Goy. 
ernment lays down for educational, 
cultural and religious leaders. The 
Chinese, however, have always 
been known as masters of the ar 
of compromise. As “patriots,” the 
Chinese churchmen gladly hail 
China’s new strength and independ. 
ence as a nation and are quite will 
ing to renounce the “imperialism” 
of the past—for the dominance 
and frequent impudence of the rep. 
resentatives of Western commer. 
cialism and militarism are not 
pleasant memories even to Chinese 
Christians. But the Chinese church. 
men visiting outside their frontiers 
assure their friends that “when we 
denounce ‘Western imperialism’ we 
breathe a silent prayer of gratitude 
for the Christian evangelists who 
established the church in China and 
ask God to assure our old friends, 
wherever they are, of our continued 
remembrance and affection.” 

Chinese Christian leaders, like 
their counterparts in the U. S. S. R, 
formally accept communism as an 
economic and political philosophy, 
while frankly and firmly rejecting 
its materialism. In their teaching 
and activities, the church leaders, 
moreover, openly oppose the ms 
terialistic dialectic while the state 
propogandists counter with educa- 
tional drives against “religious sv- 
perstition.” Say the churchmen, 
“While there is formal cooperation 
at political and economic levels, 
under the surface the party chiefs 
know we are their sworn enemies 
Yet they have learned, as in Russia, 
that persecution only strengthen 
the church.” 

The churchmen of Red Chim 
no longer want to be considered 
“missionary” Christians and are ¢& 
ger to be in touch with all the Chris 
tian world on a basis of equality 
and mutual interest. All reports it 
dicate that the churches in Chim 
continue to grow and that Christian 
schools are crowded. Although cur 
riculums have been altered to com 
form to Communist concepts @ 
history and philosophy, the teach 
ers, by way of class discussion, tf 
to keep their pupils aware of whil 
is generally accepted fact and whi 
is the Marxist viewpoint. 








